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IN THE WAY--Highway cont 
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ractors clear a rock slide that temporarily 


blocked eastbound traffic on Interstate 84 near the Bonneville Dam in 
January. Heavy snow, mud and rock slides closed roads during a storm 


elsewhere. 
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IN THE THICK--Highway 
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Division employees check the scene of a mud 


| that dropped several feet of snow in Northeastern Oregon and rain . 


slide on Oregon 224 about 17 miles east of Estacada. The slide closed the 


road for about a day. 
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Rock slide 
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SOURCE SPOT--Sue D’Agnese, 
a geologist with Highway’s 
Region 1, checks a slide-prone 
slope on Oregon 224, about 17 
miles east of Estacada. 


Survey complete, outreach seeks to 
involve department employees 


Now that the results of the 
ODOT employee survey have been 
analyzed, plans are underway to 
address the problem areas it 
revealed. 

Summaries of the survey results 
are being distributed to all depart- 
ment employees this month. And 
statewide meetings, to begin this 
month, will give employees a 
chance to learn about the survey 
results in greater detail. Those 
meetings will continue through 
April. 


Aeronautics staff plan a 
forum to examine 
aviation’s role in the 
Oregon economy. 
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The meetings are aimed at get- 
ting employees and supervisors 
together to discuss problems facing 
their work groups and to generate 


‘1 want your 
comments and suggestions. 


~ 


ideas of how to better perform their 
jobs. Discussions will focus on 
problem areas identified by the 
employee survey, including com- 
munication, productivity and mor- 


PAGE A legislative coordinator 
accelerates her pace with 
_ the opening of the 1989 
Legislature . 


ale. 

A survey implementation group, 
composed of ODOT’s Executive 
Staff and public information 
officers, has been formed to coor- 
dinate the department’s response 
to the survey results. 

Bob Bothman, ODOT director, 
said he encourages ‘‘free, frank and 
open communication” during the 
survey follow-up. ‘‘l want your 
comments and suggestions, and | 
encourage you to participate in 
these discussions,” he said. 


PAGE Traffic counters 
determine what types of 
vehicles travel Oregon 
roadways. 


Proposal 


affects 
Parks 


Plans are in the works to intro- 
duce a bill intended to create a new 
Department of Parks and Recrea- 
tion, to be directed by a new seven- 
member commission. 

The change, if enacted, will take 
effect Jan. 1, 1990. 

A scheduled late-January 
announcement followed the 
release of the 2010 Plan, a set of 
long-range strategies designed to 
guide Parks to the year 2010. 

Departmental status will give the 
state parks system increased focus, 
more public involvement and 
higher visibility, according to Parks 
Deputy Administrator Larry Jacob- 
son. All three of those elements will 
be needed to help State Parks 
recover from two decades of stag- 
nation and to meet the future rec- 
reation needs, he said. 

The removal of State Parks from 
the Highway Fund in 1980 and the 
recent recession halted expansion 
of the parks system. The last state 
park campgrounds were opened in 
1970, and the last visitor center in 
1977, according to Jacobson. 

Meanwhile, the number of vis- 
itors to state parks has steadily 
grown. Oregon’s system currently 
ranks fifth in the nation in state park 
attendance. Reservation camp- 
grounds book full several weeks in 
advance for popular summer peri- 
ods and non-reservation parks fill 
by 2 p.m., Jacobson said. 

See PARKS, Page 5 


SNOWBOUND--A Boys Crew from 
the Hilgard Work Study Center 
shovels a snowdrift from a restroom 
roof at Emigrant Springs State Park. 
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Candid Comments asks 
employees what they like 
most about their jobs at 
ODOT. 
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DIRECTOR’S COLUMN 


Legislature ‘upbeat’ as session begins 


By BOB BOTHMAN 
ODOT Director 


Happy 1989. As many of you have set 
new goals during the new year, so have 
I. My list of resolutions resembles last 
year’s, with one addition: I’ve resolved 
to be more supportive of others in 1989. 

With the new year, the Legislature 
returned to Salem for another session, 
beginning with the 
governor's State of the 
State message setting a 
positive and “‘go- 
gettum” tone. | have 
high hopes the 1989 
Legislature will increase 
our transportation 
revenue, as well as deal 
with education and 
crime issues. 

No doubt, this 
session willbe alot “§ 
different without Sen. ~ 
Jane Cease as chair of 
the House or Senate 
Transportation committees. As a 
legislative transportation leader for the 
past eight years, Sen. Cease has brought 
together our constituents for 
transportation to support major 
legislative programs. 

As of this writing, the Legislature has 
been in session for just two weeks. 
Already | sense an upbeat tone. In early 
January, we presented the House and 
Senate transportation committees with 
overviews of the department's activities 
and met with legislators involved with 
our legislative package. During those 
contacts, legislators have responded 
with a positive attitude, and they have 


commented that they regard ODOT 
and our people highly. 

Several senators and representatives 
have told us they appreciate the 
department's openness and our 
proactive approach. With the 
governor's priorities on education and 
crime, it is absolutely necessary that we 
become advocates for transportation. 

To do that, Deputy Director Gary 
Potter and Director of Public Affairs 
John Elliott and | have made ourselves 
familiar with key legislators. As of this 


members hit us with a barrage of 
questions, and | consider this a 
reflection of their high interest level. 
The questions were positive and led to 
constructive discussions. 

One of the big tasks facing us this 
session is gaining approval of our $1.3 
billion budget for the next biennium-- 
the largest ever. The increase reflects 
the six-cent gasoline and weight-mile 
tax approved by the 1987 Legislature. It 
is also due to a substantial increase in 
truck and auto traffic over the last 


With the governor's priorities on education and crime, it is 
absolutely necessary that we become advocates for transportation. 


writing, we have met with 27 legislators 
who represent the leadership of the 
House and Senate, and with the 
chairpersons and members of 
committees we will be working with this 
session. We have offered to provide 
them with whatever support is needed, 
as each of those people will play a role 
in molding ODOT’s future over the next 
six months. 

Each of ODOT’s divisions has a 
legislative coordinator responsible for 
tracking legislation and ensuring that 
division administrators and program 
managers are in the right places, at the 
right time and with the right 
information. We are strengthening 
these efforts this year. 

The overviews to the Senate and 
House transportation committees went 
well, and their members have expressed 
interests ranging from finance to safety. 
During those presentations, committee 


biennium--a 14 percent increase in 
freight traffic and three percent more 
autos. 

We have held dry runs to prepare for 
our presentation of ODOT’s budget to 
the Ways and Means Subcommittee. 
This is a grueling effort involving days of 
testimony, presenting our programs and 
requesting funds for those programs. 
We are prepared. 

As chairman of the Transportation 
Commission, Mike Hollern has been 
active in the legislative process and 
works hard for our legislation, 
particularly in securing financial 
backing. 

The legislative session involves 
dozens of ODOT people. It’s a busy, 
high-stress effort, one that demands our 
total energy and attention. It’s also a 
time when | realize just how good we 
are and how well we work together. 


ames Letters 


Pat on the back 


Don Forbes, 
State Highway Engineer: 


Every time | drive through 
Oregon, | am impressed by the 
planning that has produced your 
highway system, with its beautiful 
roadsides and central hedgerows. 

Although | have thought to write 
you more than once, | have only 
done so now. | thought it would be 
unfortunate if your department 
missed this pat on the back. 


Ruby Egbert 
Olympia, Wash. 


Friendly folk 


Dave Moomaw, 
Motor Vehicles Division 
Administrator: 


| wanted to congratulate you on 
the performance of your employees 
at the Gladstone DMV office. Hav- 
ing recently moved to Portland 
from North Carolina, | needed to 


get a new driver’s license. When | 
asked a policeman where | should 
go, he recommended the 
Gladstone DMV. 

Honestly, | was surprised by the 
quality and friendliness of the serv- 
ice provided. Specifically, [motor 
vehicle representatives] Harry Platt 
and Sean Cashman were two 
employees who competently and 
pleasantly assisted me. 

Thanks for the good experience 
at a government office. 


Diane Parham 
Portland 


No comparison 


Dave Talbot, 
Parks Division Administrator, 
Salem: 


We recently had the pleasure of 
visiting the southern and central 
Oregon coasts and wish to relay to 
you our great pleasure in your state 
parks. We stayed at Carl G. Wash- 
burne State Park and it was won- 
derful--the staff and amenities. 


Have you seen a California state 
park? No hookups, and the price is 
exorbitant. 

This as our second but not our 
last trip to your wonderful state. | 
don’t know your secret but evi- 
dently even with a slowing econ- 
omy you have kept Oregon’s state 
parks in excellent condition. Even 
the people in general were friendly 
and helpful. 

My next letter is going to the 
California state park system to let 
them know that they should go to 
Oregon and learn how to finance 
and run a decent state park. 


Jackie and Carrol Morrison 
Napa, Calif. 


Stepping down 
Dear ODOT: 


As we enter the 1989 legislative 
session, | will step down as chair of 
the Senate Transportation Commit- 
tee in order to chair the State Reve- 
nue and School Finance 
Committee. It’s a special assign- 
ment since no woman has ever 
chaired a Revenue Committee of 
the Oregon Legislature. 

But | will miss my eight-year-long 
role as a legislative transportation 
leader and will miss it tremen- 
dously. From the maintenance 


workers on the roads to the Motor 
Vehicles Division field office 
employees and, yes, even the 
Transportation Commission-- 
you've all been special in helping 
me learn about your part of state 
government. 

Thanks to each of you. | will 
always be your friend. 


Sen. Jane Cease 
Salem 
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Piece of the past 
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LANDMARK--A contractor removes a 


oo ; 
pylon from the Alsea Bay 


Bridge near Waldport. The pylon will be placed in a visitor center, to 
be located near the southwest end of the existing bridge, along with 
displays and information on the new and existing bridges, on early 
road development and pioneer settlement in the area and Indian 
history around the Alsea Bay. 
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Aero considers role 
in Oregon’s economy 


An Aviation Futures Forum, led 
by the theme “Flying Oregon into 
the 21st Century,” will center on 
how aviation can support the 
state’s expanding economy. 

The forum is set for Feb. 16 in 
Salem. 

“Aviation is going to continue to 
play a major role in assisting the 
developing Oregon economy by 
providing valuable aviation services 
to a growing variety of users,’”’ said 
Paul Burket, Aeronautics Division 
administrator. 

“The Oregon aviation commu- 
nity, governments and private sec- 
tor businesses must look into, and 
plan for, the future,” he said. 

Oregon’s aviation industry can 
help businesses capitalize on the 
Pacific Rim market, according to 
Burket. The Pacific Rim is currently 
a $3 trillion annual market and is 
growing by about $3 billion a week, 
he said. 

During the forum, state and 
national leaders will address the 
challenges and opportunities for 
the future of Oregon aviation and 
consider new developments in 
technological, social and economic 
trends. 

Noted transportation futurist 
Alan Pisarski will be the keynote 
speaker at the Aviation Futures 
Forum. Pisarski also spoke at a 
transportation futures forum spon- 
sored by the Oregon Transporta- 
tion Commission last spring. 

The Aviation Futures Forum will 
be followed this fall by Oregon’s 


first annual Aviation Forum, said 
Fred Mills, manager of Community 
Aviation Services for the division. 

“The annual forum will be a two 
or three day nuts-and-bolts event 
designed to continue to bring avia- 
tion, government and business 
together to identify opportunities 
for responding to today’s and 
tomorrow’s aviation issues,” Mills 
said. 

Contact the Oregon Aeronautics 
Division for more information on 
the Aviation Futures Forum, 
1-800-452-9105 or, in the Salem 
area, 378-4880. 


Advisory panel 
reactivated 


The Aeronautics Division has 
reactivated the Oregon Aviation 
Advisory Committee, a nine-mem- 
ber panel charged with the respon- 
sibility to develop and implement 
ideas to expand aviation in Oregon. 

Once formed, that panel also will 
mold strategies for supporting busi- 
ness and economic development, 
then suggest policy direction for 
Aeronautics Division Administrator 
Paul Burket to consider. 

An Aviation Advisory Committee 
had been active beginning in 1978, 
but disbanded two years later when 
high levels of activity prevented 
Aeronautics staff from using the 
volunteer group productively, Bur- 
ket said. 


Studies evaluate sites for 
state park potenial 


The Parks Division recently 
gained Transportation Commission 
approval for a study of potential 
park sites in Washington County. 

Kathy Shutt, a landscape archi- 
tect who presented the study find- 
ings, also briefed the commission 
-on a similar study performed in 
Columbia County. 

The Washington County 
research, requested by the 1987 
Legislature, concluded that Hagg 
Lake is not an appropriate setting 
for a state park. Improving the exist- 
ing facilities, now operated by the 
county, for them to meet state park 
standards would cost an estimated 
$10 million. 

The study found four sites that 
might qualify as future state parks. 
These include: Upper Tualatin Val- 


ley/Patton Valley; Flint House; 
property on the Nehalem River; 
and an abandoned rail line 
between the towns of Banks and 
Vernonia. 

The study will be considered by 
the 1989 Legislature, now in ses- 
sion. 

Parks staff, at the request of 
Columbia County officials, com- 
pleted a similar study in that area. 
Only one piece of property, which 
is not now available for sale, was 
identified as having state park 
potential. The division plans no fur- 
ther actions. 

The investigation was part of 
Columbia County's regional eco- 
nomic development strategy pro- 
cess. 


MPA course taught at ODOT 


State employees who are inter- 
ested in attending graduate school 
while keeping their jobs now can 
do both, thanks to an arrangement 
between Lewis & Clark College and 
Portland State University. 

Graduate classes towards a mas- 
ter’s degree in public administra- 
tion are now being offered in 
ODOT’s Transportation Building 
Conference Room, Salem. 

The program, which began in 
January, is open to career admin- 
istrators in the public, nonprofit 
and private sectors, according to 
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Dr. Henry Kass, coordinator of the 
Intercollegiate Center for Public 
Service Education in Salem. 

‘The classes are taught from the 
standpoint of trying to accommo- 
date the adult learner, who may 
have been away from school for a 
while and may need help getting 
back into the academic swing of 
things,” Kass said. 

Kass says the program offers 
courses relatively equal to those 
offered at accredited universities. 

Contact Kass at Lewis & Clark for 
more information, 293-2719. 


NEWS BRIEFS 


ODOT observes civil rights leader's birthday 


State Rep. Margaret Carter spoke at a gathering sponsored by 
ODOT'’s Civil Rights Section and Multicultural Forum in observa- 
tion of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday. 

The noon-hour presentation, held in late January, also featured a 
showing of King’s ‘‘l Have a Dream” speech, musical selections and 
a question-and-answer period. 


Youth Litter Patrol gathers 840 tons of trash 


The Oregon Youth Litter Patrol picked up 840 tons of litter dur- 
ing 1988. That amounts to 112,800 bags. 

More than 600 high school and college-age youths participated 
in the program during school breaks and over the summer, and 100 
migrant workers were hired on a temporary basis while waiting for 
the start of the Oregon harvest season. 


English-Spanish DMV publication earns award 


The Motor Vehicles Division finished first in the 1988 Technical 
Publications and Graphics Competition for its brochure, ‘Quick 
Tips for Doing Business with DMV.” 

The award, sponsored by the Willamette Valley Chapter of the 
Society for Technical Communication, recognized DMV’s first bro- 
chure to be printed in both English and Spanish. 


Library expands computer services, changes name 


The ODOT Library has a new name--TranSearch--to better 
reflect its services, according to Librarian Marie Elefante. 

Based in the Transportation Building in Salem, the library began 
in 1984 to add automated services, such as online cataloging, 
online information retrieval and electronic interlibrary loans. 
Library users continue to need fast access to research information, 
Elefante said. 

With the new name, the library also is restructuring and refor- 
matting ODOT’s library collection to better serve its users, she said. 
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Tracking lawmaking takes marathon effort 


The sound of heels quickly clat- 
tering on marble floors echoes 
through the domed walls of the 
Oregon State Capitol. She’s late-- 
again--and she hurries even more 
to make the next committee meet- 
ing. 

oS the Motor Vehicles Division’s 
legislative coordinator, Joan Plank 
is used to rushing between build- 
ings, meetings and appointments. 

Her job carries with it an odd set 
of demands--be in two places at the 
same time; function well on one 
meal and four hours of sleep each 
day; master the art of mediation; 
sacrifice your personal life for six 
months until the Legislature goes 
home. 

Plank, like the five other legisla- 
tive coordinators for ODOT’s divi- 
sions, is accelerating her pace as 
the Legislature concludes its first 
month. About the time this sum- 
mer’s construction season peaks, 
thousands of bills will have been 
debated in House and Senate com- 
mittees and voted upon in the full 
session. After a lengthy effort, the 
surviving bills are sent to Gov. Neil 
Goldschmidt’s desk for his sig- 
nature, 

This year, DMV is sponsoring 26 
of ODOT’s 36 bills, not including 
the DMV- related bills that will be 
introduced by other groups or leg- 
islators. During the session, Plank 
expects to track as many as 200 bills 
relating to Motor Vehicles. 


Tight Schedule 


Plank’s day begins early. 

During the legislative session, a 
list of bills to be addressed that day 
is distributed from the Capitol at 
7:30 a.m. A courier picks up copies 
of the lists, brings them to each 
division and, by 8 a.m., places them 
on the desks of employees involved 
in the Legislature. 

At that time, Plank and the other 
ODOT legislative coordinators 
must ensure that all bills of division 
interest are covered. Their jobs 
includes arranging speakers to tes- 
tify at hearings or meetings with 
appropriate House or Senate com- 
mittee members to discuss details 


DMV plans 
new offices 


of a proposed bill. 

While private organizations or 
businesses introduce bills in their 
own interest, state agencies can 
introduce only bills that benefit the 
state as a whole. 

“The Motor Vehicles Division is 
mandated to ensure the public’s 
driving safety in a cost-effective 
manner,’’ Plank said. ‘‘We are 
involved in the legislative process 
to create new laws that are needed 
for necessary change, to change 
outdated or inappropriate laws.” 

A current example of how exist- 
ing laws are changed is the new 
national commercial driving license 


Plank ... is accelerating 
her pace as the Legislature 
concludes its first month. 


(CDL) bill that was federally man- 
dated by Congress and now must 
be enacted by each state before 
1992. CDL will make up a bulk of 
DMV’‘s proposed bills this session. 

Although the Legislature con- 
venes every other year, the home- 
work that must go into preparing 
for each session continues year- 
round, according to Plank. To pre- 
pare for the current session, for 
instance, DMV administrators and 
program managers met in October 
1987--not long after the close of 
the last legislative session. 

During that brainstorming pro- 
cess, roughly 200 ideas, or legisla- 
tive concepts, were created. Staff 
members then weeded through 
those proposals and selected the 
most important ones. 

Once DMV settles on what bills 
should be introduced, a draft bill is 
written. It must then be presented 
before ODOT’s Executive Staff, 
which must approve the measures 
before work on those bills can pro- 
ceed. If a bill gains that approval, it 
must also be reviewed and 
approved by the Transportation 
Commission, Executive Depart- 
ment and, finally, by the governor. 
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IN SESSION--Joan Plank, legislative coordinator for the Motor Vehicles Divi- 
sion, takes a break in her often-hectic work schedule. When the Legislature is 
in session, Plank’s days can be long and arduous. 


Once it reaches that stage, a bill 
may be introduced to the Legisla- 
ture. 

In addition to this preparation, 
Plank and ODOT’s other legislative 
coordinators must work closely 
between sessions with the Joint 
Interim Transportation Committee, 
and respond to legislators’ con- 
cerns, public inquiries and media 
calls. 

Throughout the year, Plank 
meets with committees, constitu- 
ents and special interest groups to 
explain proposed bills and laws. 
She attends the meetings of the 
House and Senate transportation 
committees, reads through stacks 
of reports, bill analyses and draft 


DMV checks into ATM 
pilot project in Virginia 


testimony. 

And if she finds a break in her 
schedule, her beeper quite likely 
will fill the gap. 


HISTORY 


FEBRUARY 1984 


@ Then-Gov. Vic Atiyeh asked 
ODOT to introduce a funding 
proposal to pay for major proj- 
ects not in the Six-Year Highway 
Improvement Program. Atiyeh 
suggested increasing the state 
gas-tax or establishing a special 
bonding program. 

@ ODOT introduced the 
Home Purchase Program, a pilot 
project, to encourage transfers 
of management or executive 
service employees. 

e Highway maintenance 
crews worked around the clock 
to clear roads of ice and snow 


Three DMV staff members 
recently traveled to Richmond, Va., 
to see the nation’s first automated 


renewals, and is closely moni- 
toring the progress of Virginia's 
use of ATMs. 


during two weeks of harsh holi- 
The Motor Vehicles Division day weather. 


is planning new offices in Grant 


Pass and in three other South- 
western Oregon cities. 

Russ Graham, assistant 
administrator of DMV’s Field 
Services Branch, told the Trans- 
portation Commission in Janu- 
ary of the division’s efforts to 
provide services to that region’s 
growing population. 

A new Grants Pass DMV 
office, to open in May, will offer 
twice the amount of space as 
the existing office, and will fea- 
ture a drive-up customer win- 
dow, a covered drive test area 
and space for computer equip- 
ment. 

New facilities also are 
planned for Ashland, Klamath 
Falls, Medford and Sutherlin, 
according to Graham. 


teller machine 
(ATM) that sells 
vehicle regis- 
tration 
renewals. 
Named DMV 
Expressway, the 
machine is 
open 24 hours 
a day and lets 
customers pur- 
chase renewal 
stickers using a 
credit card. 
Oregon’s 
Motor Vehicles 
Division is 
weighing the 
feasibility of 
using ATMs for 
registration and 
driver license 


OPEN ALWAYS--The nation’s first 
automated teller machine, used in 
Virginia, is depicted above. 


“At this time, 
we are still 
gathering infor- 
mation,”’ said 
Bill Seely, DMV 
Operations 
manager. 

DMV has 
solicited pro- 
posals to deter- 
mine if com- 
panies are 
interested in 
building an 
ATM for 
Oregon drivers. 
The machine 
likely will not 
be available for 
a public pilot 
project for at 
least a year. 


FEBRUARY 1979 


@ Ina major reorganization of 
the Highway Division, Technical 
Services, Project Management 
and the Highway Finance 
branches were returned to the 
Highway Division, and the 
Metro Region continued as a 
separate branch. 

e@ The TransTooters, a Dix- 
ieland jazz band consisting of 
current and former ODOT 
employees, was formed. 

@ Parks employees helped 
Highway maintenance crews 
plow roads during early January 
ice storms, when winds reached 
40 mph and power lines col- 
lapsed in some areas. : 
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_Making way 


CHIPPING IN--Chris Marcum, a park ranger 2 at Emigrant Springs 
State Park, works a snowblower during a period of heavy snowfall in 
January. When needed, Parks personnel help Highway Division 
employees keep Oregon’s highways clear. 


Traffic monitoring 
aids road planning 


With clipboard in hand, Highway 
Division employees at 115 roadside 
sites have been recording the types 
of vehicles driving Oregon’s state 
highways. 

Each site was monitored for 16 to 
24 hours, depending on the daily 
traffic volume, by a corps of perma- 
nent part-time workers, retirees 
and traffic engineering technicians. 

The information is to be used by 
highway maintenance and con- 
struction engineers to plan their 
programs, plus by design and traffic 
engineers to develop future high- 
way improvements. The informa- 
tion also will be used to help 
analyze and better understand traf- 
fic accident data on the state high- 
way system, according to Vern 
Tabery, supervising engineer on the 
project, Highway Division. 

‘‘We do manual counts at select 
sites throughout the year, but this 
statewide count forms our histor- 
ical base for road design. We have 
been recording traffic counts and 
vehicle types at many of these loca- 
tions for 30 years,” Tabery said. “‘It 
helps us predict traffic growth and 
trends into the future.” 


High Tech 


Today, the survey typically is 
done by an engineer standing on 
the roadside who manually records 
on a chart the types of vehicles 
passing by each site. Future vehicle 
classification studies may be done 
by axle-sensing equipment buried 
in the roadway. Some sites already 
have electronic sensing equipment 
that allows vehicles to be classed by 


Panel: Generate $203 million for Parks 


A 10-member citizen committee 
has presented the Transportation 
Commission with a draft summary 
of recommendations to guide the 
Parks Division for the next 22 years. 

The 2010 Plan projects needs for 
Oregon’s state park services and 
facilities to the year 2010. The plan 
has been sent to Gov. Neil Gold- 
schmidt and the 1989 Legislature. 


Members of the citizen commit- 
tee have worked on the long-range 
plan since last January. They have 
met monthly and conducted nine 
public meetings around the state to 
gather information. 

Total cost of the plan is $203 mil- 
lion. The committee is recommend- 
ing three funding options for the 
Legislature and governor to con- 


sider: 

@ A real estate transaction fee of 
about one-half percent; 

@ A one-cent tax on soft drinks 
and beer; and 

e Bonding authority for the divi- 
sion for land purchase and park 
development with the possibility of 
using one of the new funding 
sources to repay the bonds. 


Parks proposal would create new commission 


Continued from Page 1 

“If we are going to pass along a 
state park system to our children 
and grandchildren that will match 
the quality of what we now enjoy, 
Oregonians must invest in that sys- 
tem,” said Gov. Neil Goldschmidt. 

The 2010 committee, chaired by 
Lynn Newbry of Talent, recom- 
mended several options for new 
funding sources for the new depart- 
ment. These include a real estate 


transfer fee, a tax on soft drinks and 
beer, and bonding authority for 
land purchase and development. 

The 2010 Plan documents the 
need for investing $200 million over 
the next 22 years to upgrade exist- 
ing facilities and build for the 
future. 

A new Department of Parks and 
Recreation would continue to pur- 
chase services from ODOT to make 
a smooth transition and keep costs 
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Clarence Berg, highway mainte- 
nance worker 2, Coos Bay, retires in 
February after 19 years of service. 

Max Briles, highway mainte- 
nance supervisor A, Salem, retired 
in January after 26 years of service. 

John Mclauchlin, highway 
engineer 1, Roseburg, retired in 


December 1988 after 29 years of 
service. 

Bob Roberts, highway mainte- 
nance worker 2, Ontario, retired in 
January after eight years of service. 

Ramon Zamudio, highway main- 
tenance worker 2, Bend, retired in 
January after six years of service. 


minimal, according to Jacobson. 
The Parks Division currently pays 
ODOT for services such as purchas- 
ing, accounting and personnel. 
Coinciding with the proposed 
formation of the Department of 
Parks and Recreation would be the 
establishment of an Oregon Out- 
door Recreation Council. If legisla- 
tion is passed, that body will meet 
quarterly and be composed of rep- 
resentatives of 14 state, federal, city 
and county recreation and natural 
resource agencies. The council, 
proposed to be formed sometime 
in the next year, will coordinate 
public recreation within Oregon. 
Since its creation 60 years ago, 
the state parks system has been part 
of other umbrella agencies, includ- 
ing first the Highway Department 
and, since 1979, the Oregon 
Department of Transportation. It 
has been the only parks system with 
such a relationship in the country. 


length, Tabery said. 

But that approach to manual 
vehicle surveying is still ““a way 
down the road--perhaps as close as 
five to 10 years away for all the 
data,” Tabery said. 

Engineers currently record vehi- 
cles by type, such as Oregon pas- 
senger cars, out-of-state passenger 
cars, light vehicles with trailers, 
motorcycles and scooters, campers 
and light trucks, heavy trucks and 
buses. 

The vehicle classification survey 
was done in September east of the 
Cascades. Crews finished work 
west of the Cascades at the end of 
October, according to Tabery. The 
total cost to monitor all 115 sites 
usually is between $60,000 to 
$80,000, he said. 

The results of the survey will be 
published in “Traffic Volume Tables 
for 1988,” to be sent to city, county, 
state and federal government agen- 
cies throughout Oregon in July 
1989. The report will feature aver- 
age daily traffic tables for the last 10 
years, list maximum traffic volumes 
by day and hour, give monthly per- 
centages of average daily traffic vol- 
umes, and list the percent and 
distribution of vehicle types travel- 
ing on the state highway system. 


School offers 
new approach 


Snowplow operators, both expe- 
rienced and new to the job, are 
planning to gather for a unique 
training session this winter. 

Gene Rushing, training coordi- 
nator for the Highway Division, said 
the Winter Operations School, to 
be held at Diamond Lake Resort, 
will be scheduled based on avail- 
able snowfall. 

The school is being planned by 
Highway’s Region 3 office and the 
Salem Maintenance Section. 

The workshop will involve on- 
the-job training in which experi- 
enced snowplow operators will 
ride with and coach others who are 
relatively new to the job. 

Depending on its success, the 
school may be expanded to other 
regions. 


Driver manual 
to go on tape 


By this summer, poor readers 
will have an alternative to read- 
ing the Oregon Driver Manual. 

The Motor Vehicles Division 
is making audio cassette tapes 
of the manual, to be available 
for checkout in city, county and 
college libraries. 

The initiative is aimed at peo- 
ple who may have trouble read- 
ing but still need to know 
driving laws before being 
allowed on a highway. The 
tapes also may help teen-agers 
who, in preparing for their 
driver permit, learn better by 
hearing than by reading about 
driving laws, according to 
DMV’s Public Affairs and Legis- 
lation Section. 
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vate earth during the construction of the Portland-Salem 
Expressway, now known as Interstate 5. This photograph, taken in 
April 1954, represents the beginning of the high-speed, 308-mile 
freeway, dedicated on Oct. 22, 1966. 


Airport transfer would 
spur economic growth 


Marion County is considering 
assuming ownership of the Aurora 
State Airport. 

If the county accepts that 
responsibility, it would gain finan- 
cial backing for several essential 
improvements, according to Fred 
Mills, manager of community avia- 
tion services for Aeronautics. 

Plans call for the extension of the 
Aurora runway by 1,000 feet to 
make it accessible to medium-size 
corporate jets. That project will be 
funded through the current 
budget. However, budget 
restrictions will prevent additional 
expansion. 

‘The region will lose if the state 
doesn’t have the money to make 
the necessary improvements,” Mills 
suid. ‘‘This airport is ideally suited 
for expansion since it is only min- 
utes from the Portland Metro- 


politan area and lies near the 
Interstate 5 corridor.” 

County officials are expected to 
decide this month whether or not 
they will assume ownership of the 
airport. 

The Aurora airport was built as a 
military landing strip by the state 
Highway Division during World 
War Il, and the Aeronautics Divi- 
sion assumed operation soon after. 


FAA honors Burket 
for Loran C work 


Paul Burket, administrator of the 
Aeronautics Division, has been pre- 
sented the Distinguished Service 
Award from the Federal Aviation 
Administration. 

The honor was for Burket’s work 
with the Loran C navigation system. 


Mason Bell, engineering aide, 
Highway Division, Portland, died 
Jan. 22, 1988. Bell, who was 72, 
retired in 1982 after five years of 
service. 

Dorothy Bowers, secretary 2, 
Highway Maintenance Section, 
Pendleton, died Dec. 23, 1988. 
Bowers, who was 82, retired in 
1971 after 11 years of service. 


Clark Cox, fiscal manager 3, 
ODOT Planning Section, Salem, 
died Dec. 14, 1988. Cox, who was 
69, retired in 1979 after 18 years of 
service. 

Dean Nelson, highway mainte- 
nance supervisor A, La Grande, 
died Jan. 13. Nelson, who was 51, 
retired in 1985 after 13 years of 
service. 


Highway Division 


William L. Barnett, senior right of way agent to 
right of way agent supervisor, La Grande. 

Fred Cheek, highway maintenance worker 
(HMW) 2 to HMW 3, Roseburg. 

Teddy Creason, HMW 2 to HMW 3, Sisters. 
Kim Curry, heavy equipment mechanic to 
senior heavy equipment mechanic, Salem. 
Sandra DeLuna, program coordinator 1 to pro- 
gram executive C, Salem. 

Walter I. Eager, highway engineer 4 to supervis- 
ing highway engineer D, Salem. 

Paul E. Ewers, HMW 2 to HMW 3, Parkdale. 
Lea An Hart-Chambers, engineering aide to 
engineering technician 1, Waldport. 

Philip L. Pemberton, HMW 4 to highway main- 
tenance foreman 2, Salem. 

Debra Savage, clerical assistant to clerical spe- 
cialist, Salem. 

Dale D. West, HMW 2 to HMW 3, Portland. 


Parks and Recreation Division 


Wayne L. Gross, park ranger 1 to park ranger 2, 
Cape Lookout State Park, Tillamook. 


Central Services 


Edward Schoaps, public recreation technician 2 
to excluded informational representative C, 
Salem. 


Motor Vehicles Division 


Linda Keele, clerical specialist to management 
assistant A, Salem. 

Barbara Lucanio, motor vehicle representative 
(MVR) 2, Springfield, to MVR 3, Central Region, 
Eugene. 

Rafael Marquez, MVR 1, Northeast Portland, to 
MVR 2, Portland Drive Test Center. 

Deborah Nevarez, data entry operator to cler- 
ical specialist, Salem. 

Lorretta Schippers, MVR 2 to motor vehicle 
office manager A, Pendleton. 

Steven Simpson, MVR 1, Hillsboro, to MVR 2, 
Pendleton. 

Barry Sucorowski, MVR 1 to MVR 2, Ontario. 
Laura Wipper, management assistant A to man- 
agement assistant B, Salem. 

Brenda Woodley, data entry operator to clerical 
specialist, Salem. 


Fred Cheek _ 


Highway Maintenance 


Worker 3 
Roseburg 


Barbara Lucanio 
Motor Vehicle 
Representative 3 
Eugene 


William L. Barnett 
Right of Way 
Agent Supervisor 
La Grande 


Schoaps named spokesman 


for Aeronautics, Public Transit 


Ed Schoaps, formerly coordi- 
nator of the ODOT Radio News 
Service, has been named public 

information 
officer for the 
Aeronautics 
and Public 
Transit divi- 
sions and Cen- 
tral Services. 

In his new 
position, 
Schoaps, 40, 
also will pro- 
duce the 
bimonthly 
video series ODOT On The Move. 
Schoaps will continue to serve as 
co-host of that program. 

Before his appointment, Schoaps 
had worked as assistant to the 
Highway Division's public informa- 
tion officer and ran the Radio News 
Service for the Office of Public 


Ed Schoaps 


Affairs. Prior to that, Schoaps was a 
landscape architect with the Parks 
Division, where he had been 
employed for 11 years. 

Ron Scheele, 28, a temporary 
employee, has been hired to run 
the Radio News Service until a 
replacement employee can be 
recruited. Prior to joining ODOT, 
Scheele had been news director of 
KVSF-AM/KNYN-FM radio in New 
Mexico. 


Buckle 
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By JOHN ELLIOTT 
Director of Public Affairs 


There he stood--victorious, but 
not enthused. 

Dressed in a suit and tie, newly 
elected senior class president Gary 
A. Potter was face to face with polit- 
ical reality: 

“| had to get up and give a 
speech,” he says. ‘‘That was too 
much fanfare for this Pleasant Hill 
farm boy.” 

Now ODOT's deputy director, 
the 44-year-old Gary admits to 
“tending to shy away from the spot- 
light.” His No. 2 role allows him to 
help make things happen behind 
the scenes, and that’s precisely 
where he wants to be. 


‘We have walked on the 
moon, But we are just 
beginning to understand 
basic human motivation. 
We've got a way to go’ 


From president of a high school 
graduating class of 65, Gary 
became one of some 10,000-plus 
students at Oregon State Univer- 
sity. ‘I went from being a big fish to 
a minnow in a huge ocean so big | 
couldn’t see the horizon,’’ he 
recalls. 

Prompted by a mother who 
made it clear as Gary grew up that 
he would go to college, and a father 
who told him “to show up on time 
and work hard or I'd be out in the 
cold waiting for my welfare check,”’ 
Gary moved from a high school 
interest in botany to a college 
degree in landscape architecture. 

He was intrigued by the disci- 
pline of designing space and spatial 
relationships, but found the human 
aspect fascinating as well. In fact, at 
every fork in the road that forced a 
choice between technical or 
human skills, Gary has chosen the 
latter. 

He has been with ODOT or its 
divisions for 22 years, having joined 
the Parks Division as a landscape 
architect in February 1967. He 
came to Highway in 1970 to head 
up the Environmental Section, later 
was Program Section manager, and 
served as ODOT director of admin- 
istration for about a year before 
becoming deputy director last 


October. 

When Gary looks at ODOT, 
what does he like? 

e “The people in ODOT. There 
are so many talents and perspec- 
tives. It’s a fun place to watch and 
listen because it has always been so 
culturally rich.” 

e “Our mission touches so many 
people and themes in Oregon. | am 
amazed at the resources we have 
available.” 


Gary 


like classification studies and labor 
relations. I’d love to see the focus 
on human values.” 

Any other dreams? 

e “If | had only one wish, I’d use 
it to eliminate all forms of harass- 
ment and any sort of degrading 
behavior. Just a little tiny bit of that 
is far too much. That may sound 
Utopian, but that’s okay.” 

While Gary hopes to dabble in a 
small business venture someday, he 


ORGANIZERS--Gary Potter, left, and Duane Christensen display the logo used to promote th 
year’s Western Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials conference scheduled 
for July in Portland. Potter is chairman of the WASHTO ‘89 Committee, and Christensen is 


head of the WASHTO ‘89 Technical Committee. 


e@ “Good progress with what | 
refer to as our corporate strategy. 
The Transportation Commission is 
leading us in a nice direction, 
toward adoption of what amounts 
to a business plan.” 

Gary acknowledges there’s room 
for improvement: 

e ‘‘We have walked on the 
moon, but we are just beginning to 
understand basic human moti- 
vation. We've got a long way to go. 
We are in transition, but we took a 
big step with the employee survey.” 

e “| hate to see the personnel 
area get dominated by other things 


enjoys the challenge of his present 
work. How others view him influ- 
ences his outlook. 

“I’m more worried about my 
subordinates than others. The word 
integrity comes to mind, and | 
always try to do what | say. | suspect 
subordinates might say that I lean in 
the right direction and listen hard. 
Among my peers, | really like the 
team approach. | work hard at 
maintaining good relationships. 
And I suspect my supervisors might 
call me a hard worker, a worry wart, 
a can-do, no-nonsense kind of 


guy.” 


Potter 


When off- 
duty, Gary 
enjoys collect- 
ing antique 
glass, often visits his property on 
the coast, and devotes recreational 
and other time to his “two most 
important assets’’--his daughters. 

From his perspective as the No. 2 
man in a statewide organization 
with 4,500 employees, Gary urges 
others to ‘‘get involved, volunteer.” 

He remem- 
bers being 
asked to head 
up an effort to 
solicit money 
from employ- 
ees to fund col- 
lege schol- 
arships. ‘‘We 
didn’t know if 
we'd raise a 
quarter, and 
here we are 
with $240,000.” 

Gary senses 
his work with 
the Jackson 
Scholars effort 
is the most sig- 
nificant thing 
he’s done since 
signing on 22 
years ago. He 
also takes satis- 
faction in hav- 
ing helped draft 
Highway’s Six- 
Year Highway 
Improvement 
Program into a 
highly credible 
process, and 
transforming 
the Environ- 
mental Section 
into a staff able 
to work suc- 
cessfully with competing players. 

On the near horizon is WASHTO 
‘89 in Portland. Gary, as general 
chairman, is working to attract hun- 
dreds of delegates next July. 

As those delegates arrive in the 
Rose City, they will likely be 
handed a WASHTO events pro- 
gram. Gary’s name will appear in it, 
although you may be hard-pressed 
to find it. His role, far removed from 
the limelight of a speaker’s podium, 
will be in an area familiar to Gary: 
the background. 

But then that’s where he makes 
things happen. 
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Betty Field, Salem, computer 
coordinator, Data Processing Sec- 
tion, Highway Division, retired in 
1982. 

When the VIA office called Betty, 
she had just returned from Sacra- 
mento, Calif., and Reno, Nev., with 
a Highway Division friend, Joyce 
Taylor, and her husband Doyle. She 
was already planning her next trip 
to visit her son and his family in 
Oregon City to be with relatives 
and two of her four grandchildren. 
She also has a daughter in Min- 
nesota, who she visits occasionally, 
a granddaughter in Texas and a 
grandson in Massachusetts. 

Betty bowls with a league twice a 


week and volunteers weekly for the 
Library Media Services of the Salem 
School District and for Red Cross 
Blood Drawings when needed. She 
had previously volunteered her 
services for the Northwest Medical 
Team. Each month, she has lunch 
with friends in Data Processing. 
She is looking forward to this 
summer when she plans to spend 
time at the Little North Fork with 
her brother and sister-in-law in the 
travel trailer they purchased 
together. Betty has purchased a 
new mobile home since retiring 
and has been kept busy construct- 
ing a Victorian dollhouse. with the 
help of Doyle and Joyce Taylor. 


Dennis Hayden, Salem, federal- 
aid programmer, Program Section, 
Highway Division, retired May 
1987. | 

Since retiring, Dennis and his 
wife, Glenna, have spent a gener- 
ous portion of their time traveling. 

Shortly after Dennis retired, they 
went to Southern California where 
they visited Sea World and the San 
Diego Zoo, among other stops, and 
returned home through Lake 
Tahoe. While in Middletown, Calif, 
Dennis reunited with an Army 
friend, Hazen Dennis, whose mail 
regularly was mistakenly routed to 
Dennis during the service. 

The Haydens stay close to home 


because they are so involved with 
their family. They have three sons 

a wae who, live>* in 
Salem and 
one son who 
lives in Aloha. 
Altogether, 
they have six 
grandchildren 
and a seventh 
expected in 
March. They 
enjoy babysit- 
ting. 

The Haydens travel to the 
Oregon Coast at every opportunity, 
and particularly enjoy it there dur- 
ing winter storms. 
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What do you like most. 


Dave Davis 
Informational 


Dave Henderson 


Park Manager C Representative 
Beverly Beach State Park ad DMV Public Affairs 
Salem 


CoM 

Jan Ernst Michele Le Blanc 

Region 4 Coordinator Motor Vehicles 

Parks Division i, Representative 1 

Bend Mike Hazlewood “ih ‘ 7 s 
Highway Maintenance El kdl ice fa (ee 
Supervisor D a aa Se 
Meacham 

Dave Henderson Jan Ernst Mike Hazlewood Michele Le Blanc Dave Davis 


The thing I’d like best is 
to see and meet 
everybody in town and 
know every street in 
town. With a town the 
size of Prineville, | think 


| particularly enjoy the 
variety of the things | do, 
the creativity involved 
with my job, and the 
people who | work with. 


I’d say that I’ve enjoyed it 
so far as a worthwhile 
career--l’ve been here 
about 22 years 
altogether. I enjoy 
working with a crew and 


| like working for the 
Parks Division because 
it’s a small and intimate 
agency, and you can talk 
with just about anyone 
you want to get your job 


The main things that | 
enjoy about my job are 
seeing improvements at 
our state parks and 
having input as to what 
those improvements 


should be. Hearing done. making them feel wanted. that’s feasible. 
positive comments from | don’t classify myself as a 
our park visitors also is supervisor; | consider 
really rewarding. myself one of the boys, or 
on the same level. | like 
Max Ruff to work with a close-knit 


District Park Manager 
~ Champoeg State Park 
_ Newberg 


crew, and | think we’ve 
got one. 
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Max Klotz 
Permits and 


Dan Lucas 

Park Manager A 
Willamette Mission 
State Park 

Gervais 


Max Ruff 


What | like most about 
ODOT seems to be 
employees’ motivation 
and innovation--their 
willingness to try new 
ideas. The department 
does a lot of things for its 
employees, too, such as 
training. What I like most 
about Parks is building 
things for the future. 
Those things will be there 
well after we’re gone. 


Salem 


Dan Lucas 


What | like most is 
working with the public, 
getting out and meeting 
different people. The 
State Parks system is so 
vast, and the 
opportunities are out 
there to move around 
and get experience. I’ve 
been with Parks all my 
life--it’s my family, it’s my 
life. 


Cliff Caldwell 
Highway Engineer 3 
Photogrammetry Unit 


Cliff Caldwell 


We work with a lot of 
people to help them get 
the information they 
need--on aerial 
photography, contour 
mapping and that sort of 
thing. The jobs we work 
on relate to areas all over 
the state, and | like that 
variety in my work. 


Weighmasters Section 
Highway Division 
Salem 


Astoria 


Max Klotz 


| like the freedom and 
variety of my work. | 
don’t have anyone 
looking over my 
shoulder. And, because 
we've got people all 
around Oregon, it gives 
me a good excuse to get 
away from my desk and 
wander around the state. 
We are working with new 
issues most every day. 


Chuck Curtis 
Assistant Project Manager 
Highway Construction 


Chuck Curtis 


There are three things | 
like most about my job-- 
the people | work with, 
the variety of the things | 
do, and the challenge of 
my job. It seems that 
there’s always something 
coming up that requires 
me to think on my feet. 


